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spent the period from September 1, 2007, to mid-January 2008, and again from roughly April 1 to 
mid-August, 2008, in these collections. 

During the year, Donner delivered several lectures. “Visions of the Islamic Conquests: 
Between the Heroic and the Horrific” was presented at a conference held at the American 
University of Beirut in July 2007. In October, he presented his ideas on the transformation of 
early Islamic political vocabulary at the Sorbonne in Paris. In May, he delivered a talk on the 
Arabic word fath and whether, as is the norm, we should translate it as “conquest,” at the École 
Pratique des Hautes Études in Paris. He also served as final commentator at a conference held in 
Paris in mid-May on “Documents et Histoire.” 

The year 2007–2008 saw the appearance of Donner’s article, “Qur’anic Furqan,” in Journal of 
Semitic Studies, a book review, and a volume entitled The Expansion of the Early Islamic State, 
for which Donner selected the articles and wrote the Introduction and provided a bibliography; 
the last-mentioned was published by Ashgate in the series The Formation of the Classical Islamic 
World. During the year, he also submitted for publication the manuscripts for two further books 
and three articles. The books include a second Ashgate volume on The Articulation of Early 
Islamic State Structures (again, Donner provided an Introduction, bibliography, and selected the 
articles), and a monograph entitled Muhammad and the Believers: At the Origins of Islam, which 
has been accepted for publication by Oxford University Press. The articles include the written 
versions of the papers mentioned above, on “Visions of the Islamic Conquest” and “Does Arabic 
fath Mean ‘Conquest?’”, and an article (still under consideration) entitled “The Holy Man in Late 
Antique and Early Islamic Syria.”

——————————

Geoff Emberling

Geoff Emberling returned to northern Sudan in winter 2008 as co-director (with Bruce 
Williams) of the Oriental Institute Nubian Expedition. Their work in the Fourth Cataract salvage 
project is reported elsewhere in this volume. The team excavated one Kerma cemetery completely 
(about 105 burials) and began work in a slightly later cemetery, as well as conducting a survey 
of a small seasonal island in the Nile called Umm Gebier. This season did not produce results 
as immediately spectacular as last year, when we found an ancient gold-extraction site, but the 
burials in particular present rich possibilities for further research on an ancient rural community. 
The National Corporation for Antiquities and Museums in Sudan has provisionally offered the 
Expedition a substantial gift of finds from their work, and it is hoped this will develop into an 
interesting exhibit in Chicago. Geoff published a brief popular article on the 2007 season in the 
Italian magazine Pharaon (“Alle fonti dell’oro”), and a longer scholarly report has been submitted 
to the Gdansk Archaeological Museum African Reports series as a tribute to the generosity of the 
Gdansk mission, which allowed the Chicago team to work in their concession. Geoff also gave 
lectures on the season’s finds to several different audiences in Chicago.

In the course of developing special exhibits and associated symposia, Geoff gave a lecture on 
“Geographical Knowledge in the Ancient Near East” here at the Oriental Institute and co-edited, 
with Katharyn Hanson, a book of essays on looting in Iraq which served as the Institute’s special 
exhibit catalog, Catastrophe! The Looting and Destruction of Iraq’s Past (OIMP 28).
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Geoff once again co-taught, with Seth Richardson, an undergraduate core class, “The Assyrian 
Empire” with the help of Teaching Assistant Alexandra Witsell. This continues to be an excellent 
collaboration.

Geoff has continued over the past year to work as time allows on constructing the final 
stratigraphic sequence of the third-millennium b.c. “Temple Oval” at Tell Brak in northeastern 
Syria, which he excavated with co-director Helen McDonald from 1998 to 2004. They have made 
significant progress in making stratigraphic connections over a very large excavation area, as well 
as the more mundane tasks of data entry and database organization. Geoff has also continued to 
develop his ideas about the rise of Tell Brak as a city in the fourth millennium b.c. in lectures in 
Chicago and Toronto.

Finally, Geoff has continued to present and develop ideas about museums in lectures in 
Milwaukee and Toronto. As the model of the Oriental Institute suggests, museums do not have to 
base their value on acquiring antiquities. Rather, research and new discoveries can be a basis for 
generating interest in our field and educating the public.

——————————

François Gaudard 

François Gaudard continued his work as a Research Associate for the Chicago Demotic 
Dictionary (see separate report). He collaborated with Rodolphe Kasser, Marvin Meyer, and 
Gregor Wurst on the publication of the second edition of The Gospel of Judas (Washington, 
D.C.: National Geographic, 2008). The new edition of this fascinating and much-debated Coptic 
Gnostic text presents a thoroughly updated translation that reflects the recent placement of 
additional fragments, as well as expanded footnotes providing further information on difficult or 
controversial passages.

In the course of the year, Gaudard also wrote articles and book reviews which, for the most 
part, are now in press. He is currently working on several text editions, such as the publication 
of mummy labels. In 2007 Gaudard was contacted by Sofía Torallas Tovar and Raquel Martín 
Hernández to join the Mummy Labels Database (MLD) project, hosted by the Instituto de 
Lenguas y Culturas del Mediterráneo y Oriente Próximo, Centro de Ciencias Humanas y Sociales 
– CSIC, Madrid. This project is focused on making the approximately 2,500 known mummy 
labels already published in various series, journals, and monographs easily accessible to scholars 
as an online database. In addition, the project also aims to publish as many of the still-unpublished 
labels as possible, as well as republish all those that have been defectively or incompletely edited. 
A full description in six different sections will be given for each label. The mummy labels of the 
Oriental Institute’s collection will be included and published in the database. Gaudard is indebted 
to Gil Stein, Geoff Emberling, John Larson, Helen McDonald, and Susan Allison, and he would 
like to take this opportunity to thank all of them for their help and invaluable assistance.

——————————

McGuire Gibson 

This past year, McGuire Gibson was guest curator of the Catastrophe! The Looting and 
Destruction of Iraq’s Past exhibit at the Oriental Institute Museum, wrote an introduction and an 

oi.uchicago.edu




